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called Western individualism must be heeded if Japan is
to stand up in the severe competition of modern life, for
Western civilisation is entirely a product of individualism,
but, on the other hand, Dr. Takakusu believes that, if the
family system is overthrown, then Japan will certainly be
in grave danger. He sees that among the young men of the
present day there is a strong tendency to adopt the indi-
vidualistic basis and to make self-interest central, but he warns
them that, if this tendency prevails, we may prophesy that, if
another war occurs in fifty or a hundred years from now, the
results will be far otherwise than what they were in the last

He tells his countrymen that from this time they must
give particular attention to this great problem, both in
politics and in education. His practical conclusions are that,
" Without individualism we must recognise that a complete
character cannot be developed, and also that in order to
prevail in competition we must sharpen each man's faculties
by taking lessons of the individualism of the West, but we
must ever be on guard to avoid the weak points of both
principles and to harmonise their strong points. So far
as one's own ideas and philosophy go, there is no objection
to holding extreme individualistic views, but, at the same
time, for the sake of Japan and her maintenance among
the nations of the world, we must hold to the family prin-
ciple which has prevailed among us for more than 2000
years, supplementing it by the individualism of the West
We may then look forward to the formation of a new
and complete nationality. But most of all we must be
on guard against espousing extreme individualism."

However important the family system of Japan may
have been in the formation of the national life and character,
its effect on the "soul" of Japan cannot be
understood without a knowledge of the state of
religion   and  education in   Old   Japan.    We
however, meantime, can glance only at a few of their more
important points.

According to traditions, the Great Goddess of Celestial